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ACT OF INCORPORATION. 


COMMONWEALTH oF MASSACHUSETTS, 


In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and nineteen. 


An Act to Incorporate the AFRICAN HU- 
MANE SOCIETY. 


@ naa ia 


Sect. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives in General Court as- * 
sembled, and by the authority of the same, That 
Rev. THOMAS PAUL, SCIPIO DALTON, 
CHARLES BINER, DUDLEY TIDD,THOM- 
AS DALTON, CATO FREEMAN, & JAMES 
BURR, and their associates, together with such 
others as may become subscribers to the same 
institution, in the manner hereinafter provided» 
be and they are hereby incorporated into a so- 
clety, by the name of the AFRICAN HU- 
MANE SOCIETY, with power to have a com- 
mon seal, to make contracts relative to the ob- 
jects of their institution, to sue and be sued, to. 
establish by-laws and orders for the regulation. 
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and management of the concerns of said Socie- 
ty, and the preservation and application of the 
funds thereof ; provided the same be not re- 
pugnant to the constitution or laws of this Com- 
monwealth., 

Secr. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said 
society may take, ho!d and possess, any estate, 
real or personal, by subscription, gift, grant, 
purchase, devise or otherwise, and the same to 
improve, loan, exchange, or sell and convey, for 
the sole benefit of said institution ; provided 
that the value of the real estate of said society 
shall never, at one time exceed twenty thousand 
dollars; and personal estate shall never exceed 
ten thousand dollars ; for charitable uses only, 

Seot. 3. Beit further enacted, That every 
person who shall subscribe and pay to the funds 
of said society a sum not less than five dollars, 
by such subscription and payment, become a 
member of said saciety ; liable, however, to be 
removed therefrom for neglect or refusal to con- 
form to the by-laws and regulations of said so- 
ciety established as aforesaid. 

Seor. 4. Be it further enacted, That said so- 
ciety shall meet annually in the month of -Au- 
gust, at such time and place as shall be proyi 
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edin said by-laws, and shall elect, from among 
their members, by ballot, a President, Secreta- 
ry, Treasurer, and twelve other persons, who 
together with said President, Secretary and 
Treasurer, shall constitute a standing commit- 
tee, and hold their respective offices for one 
year, and until others are elected to supply their 
places ; said standing committee shall meet 
discretionally to transact such business as may 
require their attention, and as shall be intrusted 
to their care by said by-laws relative to making 
pecuniary appropriations, and affording relief 
and assistance ; and in case of the death or 
resignation of any of the foregoing officers, said 
committee shall appoint some suitable person 
from among the members; to act until the next 
annual election of officers ; and any seven of 
said standing committee shall form a quorum. 
Sror. 5. Be it further enacted, ‘That the Sec- 
retary aud Treasurer of said society, before en- 
tering upon the discharge of the duties of their 
offices respectively, shall be sworn to the faith- 
ful discharge thereof, before some justice of the 
peace ; and the Treasurer shall also give good 
and sufficient bonds to said society, with such 
sureties as shall be approved of by the said 
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standing committee ; and when thus qualified, 
shall have the custody of the funds and other 
property of said society, agreeable to the by- 
laws thereof. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, 'That Rever- 
end Thomas Paul be and he hereby ts authorised 
to call the first meeting. of said society, by giv- 
ing public notice of the time and place of meet- 
ing, by advertisement in one or more of the. 
newspapers printed in the town oi Boston, sev- 
en (lays at least, before the time of such meet- 
ing ; at which meeting the officers aforemen- 
tioned of the society, shall be elected, and shall 
hold their offices until the first annual election 
of officers shall be holden, agreeably to the pro- 
vistons of this act. 

Approved by the Governor, June 19, 1819. 

/ true copy, attest, 

ALDEN BRADFORD, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


BY-LAWS, 
OF THE 
African Humane Society. 
Enstituted in Boston, August 3ist, 1818. 
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We the undersigned, men of colour, of Bos- 
ton and its vicinity, do agree to associate for 
the purpose of mutual improvement, and for 
' benevolent purposes. The constitution of the 
United States declares, ** ALL MEN ARE BORN 
Free anp Equat;”’’ and our laws protect all 
_ Classes of men in all their rights.—Moved by 
these considerations, and wishing to be useful 
in promoting the general welfare of all the peo- 
ple of colour, we form this Society, by the name 
of the AFRICAN HUMANE SOCIETY ; and 
we agree to be governed by the following ar- 
ticles. | 
ARTICLE 1. 

The meetings of this Society shall be opened 

by prayer. ‘The officers shall consist of a Pre- 


~~ 
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sident, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and not less than five Directors; who shall be 
chosen by ballot of the Society at every annual 
meeting. 

ARTICLE 2. 


The members of this Society shall be gov- 
erned by the spirit of this constitution, and 
shall enjoy every privilege of the Society. 


ARTIGLE 8. 


The President shall have power to call spe- 
cial meetings of the Board at any time ; and he 
shall be chairman at all meetings when present. 
The Vice- President shall preside in his absence. 
In the absence of both the Board shall appoint 
their chairman. ‘The Secretary and Treasurer 
shall meet with the President and Directors at 
all their meetings. 

ARTIOLE 4. 


The Secretary shall keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings of this Society ; and also ofall special 
meetings of the Board ; and the records shall 
be kept in his possession. He may appoint 
deputies, for whose conduct he shall be account- 
able. The records shall be presented to the 
Society for inspection whenever called for. 
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ARTICLE 5. 


[t shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep 
a correct account of all monies that he may re- 
eeive, and of all deposits made by him ; and to 
address a note to the President. testifying the 
amount of every deposit ; as the Board will di- 
rect him to deposit all monies in the bank, from 
time to time, as he receives it; and he will 
strictly fulfil this duty agreeably to their or- 
ders. He shall give bonds to the Society in 
such sum and with such sureties as the Board 
may direct, for the faithful performance of his 
duty 

ARTICLE 6. 

The Board of Directors shall be a court, 
with full authority, by the spirit of this consti- 
tution, to hear and determine all accusations 
made by any member of this Society, against 
any officer or member thereof, for misconduct. 
And they shall impartially try the charge in 
question according to the evidence, with due 
consideration. 


ARTICLE 7. 


There shall not be less than five members, 


with the President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
B 
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and Treasurer, to constitute a Board for doing 
business for this Society. The Board of Direc- 
tors shall have authority to try and determine 
upon all cases wherever the interest of this So- 
ciety 18 concerned. 


ARTICLE 8. 


There shall be no money taken from the 
funds of this Society, or from the bank in which 


it may be deposited, and disposed of, except 
such sums as shall be appropriated for the ben- 
efit or use of the Society ; and such sums shall 
be obtained only by a signature from under the 
nand of the President and Secretary, addressed 
to the cashier of the bank. 


ARTICLE 9, 


All apptications for membership shall be 
made to the Directors previous to the monthly 
meeting. Any person to become a member 
must be of a good disposition and steady habits, 
and the Directors shall have authority to ex- 
amine and ascertain the character of the per- 
son, or persons, previous to admission; and no 
person shall be admitted into this Society who 
has been convicted of any crime. 
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ARTICLE 10. 


At all special meetings of this Society, busi- 
ness thall commence when the President, Sec- 
retary, Lreasurer, and five of the Board are 
present. And it shall be the cuty of three or 
more of the Board to examine the books and 
funds every six months, and to make a true re- 
port to the Society. 


ARTICLE 11. 


Any person to become a member of this So- 
ciety, shall pay into the treasury five dollars 
at his entrance, and two dollars per month from 
the date of this institution, with interest ; and 
thereafter in proportion, at the discretion of the 
Board. 


ARTICLE 12. 


If any member shall neglect to pay his regu- 
lar monthly assessment, he shall be subject to 
a fine of twenty-five cents per month till paid ; 
and if not paid for six months, and a satisfac- 
tory excuse is not offered, he s..all, by a vote of 
this Society, be expelled ; and shall not receive 
any benefit of the money previously paid in by 
him ; but such money shall be for the benefit of 
this Society. 


12 


ARTICLE 18, 


Any member wishing to withdraw, shall in- 
form the Directors, who shall procure him an 
honourable discharge. If his request is granted 
the President shall give him a certificate to 
that effect. Such person, so discharged, shall 
have the privilege of selling his share to this 
Society ; but not to any person out of the Suci- 
ety. And this Society obligate themselves to 
buy such shares.—But the five dollars paid in 
for entrance, shall remain for the benefit of the 
Society Should any member hereafter leave 
the Society, there shall be retained from his as- 
sessment money five dollars for the preserva- 
tion of the Society; and there shall be deduct- 
ed also from his share whatever may be due to 
the Society. 

ARTICLE 14. 

If any member is about to be absent from 
town, by sea or land, he shall report himself to 
one or more of the Directors, who shall excuse 
him ; provided he shall leave a responsible sub- 
stitute, or due-bill, for his assessment during 
his absence; and in case his substitute should 
meet with any disaster, so as to prevent him 
from fulfilling his responsibility, and said mem- 
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ber on his return should pay up all assessments 
due, with interest, as the Board shall direct, 
he shall remain a member. 


ARTICLE 15. 


If any member should at a meeting of this 
Society, make any observations foreign from 
the subject under debate,.or inconsistent with 
these regulations, the President shall request 
him to take his seat; but not without a sufficient 
reason can be assigned why he is out of order. 


ARTICLE 16, 


If a member shall use any profane or inde- 
cent language at a meeting of this Society, or 
do any thing to its dishonour, he shall be ex- 
pelled, and shall not receive any benefit of the 
money previously paid in by him; but such 
money shall be for the benefit of the Society. 


ARTIOLE 17. 


If a member should lose his property by any 
disaster, or be reduced by unavoidable sickness, 
so as not to be able to continue his assessments, 
he may seli his share to this society, but to no 
person out of the society ; and should any such 
member afterwards feel himself enabled and. 
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wish to rejoin, it shall be taken into considera- 
tion by the Directors, whereby his re-admission 
can be ellected. 


ARTIOLE 18. 


Should any member die and leave heirs. they 
shall reap the benefit of his share, provided 
they continue their assessments; and shold 
they wish to sell their share, it shall be sold to 
this Society, and to no one else. 


ARTICLE 19. 


Each member shall have a book to testify the 
amount of money paid by him to the Treasurer, 
which shall serve as a note of hand, signed by 
the President and Secretary. ‘There shall be 
no money let out of the funds without such se- 
curity as shall be satisfactory to the Society. 


ARTICLE 20. 


If a member. shall interrupt another whilst 
speaking, at any meeting of this Society, he 
shall pay a fine of twenty-five cents; and no 
one shall be permitted to speak more than once 
upon the same subject without leave from the 
chaurman, 
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ARTICLE 21. 
There shall be an annual meeting of this So- 
ciety holden every year, in the month of Au- 
gust, agreeably to the act of incorporation. 


ARTICLE 22. 


The regular meetings of this Society shall be 
on the first Monday of every month; at which 
time each member shall pay to the Treasurer 
two dollars. 


ARTICLE 23. 


On every subject under discussion before this 
Society, at any meeting, there shall be perfect 
freedom of debate, so fat as decorum and good 
manners will admit, unless restrained by a vote 
of the Society taken at the time. 


ARTICLE 24, 


And we hope through the blessing of the Au- 
thor of all good, that every member will con- 
duct himself in such manner as will be an or- 
nament to himself and to our Society. 
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OFFICERS. 


THOMAS PAUL, President. 
SCIPIO DALTON, Vice-President. 
THOMAS DALTON, Secretary. 
CHARLES BINER, Treasurer. 


DIRECTORS. 


DUDLEY TIDD, 
JAMES BURR, 
CATO FREEMAN, 
HENRY BENSON, 
JOSEPH LEWIS. 


MEMBERS. 


BENJAMIN PAUL, 
THOMAS PAUL, Jun. 
EDWARD SHAW, 
MARY PENDLETON, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 
FREDERICK BENARD, 
JOHN SLEAD. 
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